

Death and the king's Horseman by Wole Soyinka ( 100 words minimum)

1. Why is ritual important in the play?
Ritual is vital in the play as it guides the cosmic order of the universe. Breaking the ritual would lead to disruption of the order of the universe. The Yoruba culture stipulates that upon the king's death, a ritual suicide of the King's horsemen must follow. The king’s dog and horse must also be killed. This ritual is done to prevent the king’s spirit from wandering the earth and harming the people of Yoruba. In the play, a ritual is broken when, after the King's death, Elesin is expected by custom to commit suicide, but Pilkings, ignorant of the Yoruba traditions, decides to intervene and stop the ritual from happening. Olunde, Elesin's son, commits suicide on behalf of his father for observance of the ritual. Failure to observe the ritual in the play would be catastrophic to the community.
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2. Discuss the role of either Jane or Iyaloja. 
Iyoloja plays an essential role in ensuring Elesin fulfils his duty to commit the ritual at the appointed time. She is a wise woman who does not want a catastrophe to befall the community. As the spokesperson of the women in the village, Iyoloja warns Elesin of sleeping with the young woman on his last day on earth as it could lead to a cursed pregnancy. Iyoloja keeps reminding Elesin of his duty to perform the suicide ritual. She could do anything to see Elesin performs his duty. This is proven when she gives the young woman to Elesin even though she is betrothed to his own son. More than anyone else, she wants to see the ritual performed because she knows the consequences of not performing the ritual for the dead king. 

3. Discuss the theme of duty.
Elesin Oba has a duty to fulfil. Being the dead king's horseman, he is supposed to commit ritual suicide in line with the Yoruba tradition. Yoruba culture stipulates that the death of a king must be followed by the ritual suicide of the King’s horseman. Following the death of the king, Elesin is bound to die. However, on his last day on earth, Elesin is attracted to a young woman and demands sleeping with her. This prevents him from performing his duty of committing the ritual act, which his son Olunde offers to do on his father’s behalf. Olunde commits suicide which prompts Elesin to strangle himself to death with his chains. It was paramount for Elesin to fulfil his duty to avoid plunging the community into a catastrophe and disrupting the cosmic order of the universe. 

4. Why does the King’s Horseman not die at the appointed time?
Elesin, the King's Horseman, is too attached to worldly things, which prevents him from performing his ritual suicide promptly. He is attracted to a young woman who is already betrothed to another man and takes her to bed. Elesin wants to sleep with the young woman, something that worries Iyaloja so much. This distraction allows Simon to prevent him from conducting his ritual suicide. Another thing that prevents Elesin from dying at the appointed time is the intervention by Pilkings (the colonial administrator), who is ignorant of the Yoruba culture. Pickings orders the arrest of Elesin on the night he is supposed to die, which prevents the ritual from taking place on its appointed time. 

4. The play deals with the living world, the dead and the unborn and the gateway of transition. Explain.
The living has an obligation of fulfilling the dead's wishes. According to the Yoruba culture, when a king dies, his horseman should die too. The dead king needs the horseman's spirit as he ascends to the afterlife. If this is not done, the king's spirit is bound to wander the earth and bring harm to the community. Thus, the dead's satisfaction depends on the living fulfilling their duty for the dead. The unborn could bring problems to the living. For example, Iyoloja is very worried about the birth of a child when Elesin wants to sleep with a young woman before his departure. Iyoloja tells Elesin to mind his actions as they could lead to cursed pregnancy. 
